
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH of SAINT BIRINUS
DORCHESTER-on-THAMES

SUNDAY 9th AUGUST 2026
MONTH OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE VIRGIN

PENTECOST XI
SUNDAY XIX

SUNDAY 9   SUNG ENGLISH MASS at Berinsfield 9.30am   John Last (A)
At
Dorchester

  SUNG LATIN MASS 11.00am   pro populo

Monday 10   St Laurence, Deacon and Martyr   9.30am   Suzanne Hurley (sick)
Tuesday 11   St Clare, Virgin    9.30am   Denis De Beger (A)
Wednesday 12   Feria IV (Latin) 8.00am   Canon Peter Turbitt RIP
Thursday 13   St Maximillian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr

9.30am
  Richard Oddy (A)

Friday 14   Vigil of the Assumption Fast &  Abstinence 9.30am   Miranda Registe (A)
Saturday      15 THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BVM  (Latin)   9.30am     MaryJo Mainwairing Taylor A
VIGIL MASS  6.00pm   BPMF
 
CONFESSIONS: Saturday 5:15-5.45 pm or by appointment with the Priest. * Birmingham Perpetual Mass Fund
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUING GENEROSITY TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 
LENT FOR THE BLESSED VIRGIN
A beautiful practice which is popular in the Eastern Church is to prepare for the celebration of the Glorious
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary next weekend.
Fasting and devout recitation of the daily Rosary as well as a good confession before the Feast of the Assumption is
what is recommended by the saints. Is is often called “The Virgin’s Lent”. Prepare to celebrate the beginning of the
Harvest. Jesus Christ, the Resurrection and the Life is the First Fruits of the Harvest. His blessed Mother, Mary
Ever Virgin is the beginning of the Harvest of which, one day, we hope to be part.
 
ST MAXIMILLIAN KOLBE – FRANCISCAN PRIEST AND MARTYR
St Maximillian Mary Kolbe was born in Poland in 1894. He joined the Franciscan Order and consecrated his life to
the Blessed Virgin Mary. His deep love for Our Lady caused him to found the “Militia of the Blessed Virgin Mary”
and with his preaching and writing and the use of printing presses in various countries he was able to undertake an
immense apostolate in Europe and in Asia including Japan. His Marian apostolate angered the Nazis and he was
arrested and sent to Auschwitz during the Second World War.
He offered himself in exchange for the father of a large family who was to be executed.
He died of hunger and a lethal injection in the Concentration Camp in Auschwitz in 1941.
The man whose life he saved was present at the Mass of Beatification.
Pope St John Paul II proclaimed him the Patron of the Suffering Twentieth Century.
A powerful intercessor, let us ask for his protection and prayers during these difficult days.
 
THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY
The Assumption falls on 15 August. This great solemnity will also be kept on Sunday 16th as an external feast. We
cannot celebrate the Assumption enough – the glorification of Feminine Humanity. Where Christ has gone, His
Mother follows, and that is where we too hope to be one day.
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER   Jane Grenfell.  07833915724
 
EWTN 24 HOUR CATHOLIC TV NETWORK – CHANNEL 0147/ OR 589 (SKY) Radio

(www.stbirinus.co.uk)


