THE CATHOLIC CHURCH of SAINT BIRINUS

DORCHESTER-on-THAMES

SUNDAY 2nd AUGUST 2026
MONTH OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE VIRGIN

PENTECOST X
SUNDAY XVIlI
SUNDAY 2 Sung English Mass at Berinsfield 9.30am Ignatius Serino (A)
Sung Latin Mass at Dorchester 11.00am  pro populo
Mon 3 Feriall 9.30am Suzanne Hurley (sick)
Tue 4 St John Mary Vianney, Cure of Ars. P. 9.30am Maximillian Tomaselli (A)
Wed 5 Dedication of the Basilicaof St Mary Major (Latin)  8.00am Amanda Perreau-Saussine (A)
Thu 6 TRANSFIGURATION OF OLJC (8am Latin) 9.30am Elizabeth Pinniger (A)
Fri 7 of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Fast & Abstinence 9.30am Ann Rogers (A)
Sat 8 of the Blessed Virgin Mary / St IMV (Latin) 9.30am Tony Holder (A)
Vigil Mass 6.00pm Patricia Mildenhall (A)

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 5:15-5.45 pm or by appointment with the Priest.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUING GENEROSITY TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

ELECTION OF THE GRAND PRIOR OF ENGLAND OF THE ORDER OF MALTA

Please pray for the Sovereign Military and Hospitaller Order of St John of Jerusalem, Rhodes and Malta at this time.
Particularly for the Grand Priory of England and the British Association. The Knights, after a few days retreat at
Farnborough, will assemble in St Birinus for Mass at 10.30am on Monday morning, and after prayer and reflection
invoke the Holy Spirit in their choice of a new Grand Prior. Please pray for them, that God will guide their choice and
that the work of the Order in its care for the sick and poor and the defence and propagation of the Catholic Faith will
go from strength to strength. The Order is dedicated to St John the Baptist. Please pray that the charism of the Baptist
in proclaiming the Truth of Christ and pointing to the Only Saviour of the World, will be a more effective witness for
the Catholic Church.

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
Thursday 6 August is the great Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord. There are two masses . The Latin Mass at
8.00am and the English Mass at 9.30am

Our Lord took Peter, James and John up mount Tabor and was transfigured before them. They glimpsed His Divinity
and observe Him Who is God from God and Light from Light, as the Creed reminds us Sunday by Sunday. The
Liturgy invites usto focus our gaze on this mystery of Light. On the transfigured face of Jesus, aray of Light which He
held within shines forth. This same Light was to shine on Christ’s face on the day of the Resurrection. In this sense, the
Transfiguration appears as a foretaste of the Paschal Mystery. The Transfiguration invites us to open the eyes of our
hearts to the mystery of God's Light, present through salvation history. At Creation, the Almighty said “Let there be
Light” (Genesis 1:2) and the Light was separated from the darkness. Like the other created things, light is a sign that
reveals something of God — it is a reflection of His Glory. Christ’s Resurrection defeated the power of darkness for
ever.

“l am the Light of the World” the Saviour tells us. “He who follows me will not walk in darkness but have the Light of
Life” (John 8:12)
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